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A SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE ON THE REGIONAL EPIDEMIOLOGY
AND_PARASTTOLOGY OF SIBERIA

Zhurnal Mikrobiologii, Epidemiologii, i Immuncbiologi i P, Telenkov
No ©, pp 97, 98
Moseew, Jun 1954

A scientific conference con the regional epidemiology and parasitology of
Siberia took place at Omsk from 25-29 January 1954,

Representatives of sclentific research institutes, of some medieal institutes,
and of Sclentific-practical institutions participated in the conference. This
included sanitary-epidemiological, antibrucellosis, antitularemia, and antimalaria
stations of Siberia and the Far East. The sclentific institutions of Omsk, Tomsk,
Novosibirsk, Barnaul, Krasnoyn;sk, Irkutsk, Khabarovsk, Biysk, Ty -, Sverdlovsk,
Ufa, Tula, Chita, Molotov, Moscow, and other clties were representec,

The conference was opened by G. Vv, Kornilova, Candidate of Medical Sciences
and  director of the Omsk Institute of Epidemiology, Microbiology, and Hygiene.
In her introductory address, Kornilova cmphasized the significance of scientific
research work ang or antiepidemic measures for the control of some regional infec-
tious diseases, which occur in Siberia. She stated that the scientific institu-
tions of Siberia are faced with important tasks pertaining to the elimination of
natural reservoirs of transmittible diseases which have been dis~nvered by Soviet
scientists. She called upon the conference to do effective work, waich will con-
form to the decisiong of the 19th Congress of the CPSU and the September Plenary
Session of the Central Cowmittee of CPSU.

G. I. Netskiy, Casdidate of Biological Sciences, presented an introductory
report on the results ang further tasks pertaining tu che studv ot the regional
epidemiology and parasitology of Omsk Oblast, and Vestern Sibe. _.u. Netskiy
presented extensive material on the state of the investigation of regional epide-
miology and parasitology of Omsk Oblast. He declared that the problems of regional
epidemiology and parasitology encountered in Omsk Oblast, for the most part, apply
to the whole of Western Siberia.

As far as individusl infectious diseases are concerned, Netskiy stated that
malaria as a mass disease has beer eliminated in Omsk Oblast, He further stated
that the fight with helminthiases has been expanded greatly and that it is, at
vrercent, one of the maln tasks of the organs of public health. He edded that the
scientific research institutes must ald practieal public health activities by
studying the foci from which helminths are transmitted by carriers and by investi-

Referring to tularemia, Cmsk hemorrhagic fever, tick encephalitis, tick
rickettsiosis, ang brucellosis, Netskiy mentioned the sharp reduction of the inci-
dence of these digeuses achieved in Siberia during l9h5-1952. Netskiy discussec
in detail the immediate tasks connected with further investigation of these
diseases, and their control and elimination,

Great interest was elicited by the following reports given by Vv, M. Popov
(Tomsk Scientific Research Institute of Vaccines and Sera) on the ecology of
Ixodes persulcatus ticks under the conditions of the tayga zone of Western Siberia;
by G. I. Getta (Siverian Zonal Scientific Research Veterinary Institute, Omsk)
on the distribution of Ixodes ticks in comnection with the henosporidiosis
situation in Siberia; by v. I. Alifanov (Omsk Oblast Antitularemia Station) on
Camasidae mites of the Omsk Oblast; and by K. M. Rastegayev (Omsk Agricultural
Institute) on the gadflies of the northern Teglons of Omsi Oblast.
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Those who presenteq the reports demonstrated importa.. uchicvements in the
investigation of the feuns, geography, and ernlogy of blood. su-viag arthropods,
vhich function as vectors of all transmittible human discases. In the reports
in auestion, the inportance and timeliness of the further study o’ these arthro-
pods for the Successful control of many regional diseases of Siberia was shown.

Professor a. V. Pshenichnov and his collaborators, 0. N. Petrova and Ye. G
Noskova (Molotov Virological Laboratory and the Molotov Medical Institute),
told about their very interesting ana original, as far as the methods that were
applied are concerned, investigations on the cultivation of rickettsiae in
synthetic media. The work done by these 1nvestigators opens up the prospect of
obtaining a live typhus vaccine. Pshenichnov also demonstrated ocutstanding
achievements ipn vwork on problems dealing with the prophylaxis of typhus and other
rickettsioses,

Furthermore, Pshenichnov infected white mice with the virus of tick
encephalitis introduced by subcutaneous injection into tunors, which resulted in
a prolonged iniection in these mice. After the infection with the viruz there
was a suppression of the neoplastic activity of the tumors in the sense that
the tumors were stabilized, as far as their growth was concerned; they showed
regression; and in individual cases, they were resorbed, The tumors in question
were Crc cker sarcomas.

By introduecing killed cultures of Bacillus prodigiosus or Bacillus pPyocyaneus
[into the tumors J, Pshenichnov achieved a st111 greater therapeutic effect on
malignant tumors, which were then recorbed entirely.

; The conference heard with great attention the interesting reports given by
Professor M, K. Krontovskaya, Head of the Division of Rickettsioses, Institute
of Epidemiology and Mirrohiology imeni ™, F. Gamaleya, Acadeny of Medical Sciences
USSR. Krontovskaya's reports dealt with rickettsiae and rickettsioses., She told about
her investigations in tue iield of ricketsioces, .lLich «nvulved ollection of
data dealing with morphology, antigen Structure, irmunogenic characteristics,
and resistance., The investigationd led to the creation of a prophylactic veccine
against typhus. Krontovskaya furthermore gave an analysis of the various clossi-u
fications of rickettsioses vhiclhave been broposed and discussed ihe problem of  «
the elimination or these diseases in the USSR,

A. N. Gudoshnik (Omsk Institute of Ipidemiology, Microbioloegy, and Hygiene)
presented data obtained in the investigation of the role of Ixodes ticks in the
circulation of the causative factor of brucellosis. These data were regarded
by the participants at the neeting as of great importance for science and
epidemiological practice.

The renarts hy Yu, A. Mvasnitov and 0. V. Ravdonikas (Tula and Omzk Anti-
tularemia Stations), ﬁf‘h} “ykina (Altayskiy Kra® Antitularemia Station), V. M.
Popov (Tomsk Antitularemia Station}, and Baranova (Omsxk Antitularemia Station)
dealt with the problem of tularemia. Those who presented “the reports told about
signal successes achieved in the investigation of this infeetion and in its con-
trol in Siberia, Tnp addition, Myasnikov ang Ravdonikas demonstrated their system
for the rinssification of tularemia, which was received very favorably by the
speciglists who discussed the subject at the conference )

AV, Cagarin. Candidate »f Medical Sciences, (Omsx Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology, and Hygiene) oresenteq extensive data on the epideniological ang
virological characteristics of # natural focus of the Omsk hemorrhagic fevey,

The epidemiological studies carried out on persoans recovered from hemorrhagic
fever and on those inoculated with Professor Chumakov's vaccine, as well as tke
experimental investigation of the problem involvad, indicated the developrent
of a stable and brolonged imrunity against th's infection, It was establjshed
that speciric virucidal antibodies are retained for & yearz in persons who hLave
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recovered from the 4

isease and that the titer of these antibodies remains
Observations were ca

high.
rried out over an 8 year period.

T. F. Lebedeva, L. I. Rod'kina, and K. M. Vino e
Epidemiology, Microbiology, and Hyglene) presented data on the investigation i
of the duration and intensity of immunological reactions follovine Smmunization
with a dry, live antitularemia vaccine. These investigatorz stucicd she
heratologinrnl aspents, “nd the “limmoteaténld. and aller—i~ Teactions in human
beings, as vell ag the age nhg rdstics o the susceptdbility to allergic

2t rave been inoculated uith this vacecine.

gradova (Omsk Institute of

reactions aop leboratory enirais ol
L.
The reports that were presented resulte
Particularly active discussions developed in
by Pshenichnov and his colleborators.
on a high scientific and theoretical le

d in a lively exchange of opinions.
connection with the report presr -ted

2
The work of the conference was conducted
vel.

Professor Krontovskaya, on one occaslion, declared that one does not have
the impression of being in far away Siberis but, on the contrary, has the

illusion of participating in the activities of one of the scilentific institutes
located at a capital city.

The representative of the Ministry of Pu

stated in her address that the conference has completely justified the expectations
of the Ministry and that the conference has enabled its participants to communi-
cate to others the results of their work, thus shoving very great achievements

of the Siberian scientific research institutions and of the workers connected

With them in furtherine the developmemt nnd expancinn af grientifiec recapyah

for the purpose of £iving better service to the laboring people in accordance with
the decisions oi tie varty and of the

blic Health RSFSR, Ye. A. Benderskaya,

govermment.
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